good and wichmann Language Dynamics and Change 5 (2015) [163] [164] [165] [166] [167] [168] weeks, and there is an Advance Article option for publishing papers as soon as they have been copy-edited. This option is used for cases where there is a significant gap between the time of availability of content and the issue in which it would otherwise appear. Another feature not often associated with humanities journals is the possibility of publishing online supplements alongside a paper. ldc requires research results to be replicable, and data necessary for this purpose, as well as other kinds of supporting data in general, are published online in case their inclusion in a paper would cause the word count to exceed the limit of 10,000 words that is normally imposed on research articles. In other respects, the journal is similar to many other linguistics journals. Papers are normally reviewed by three relevant experts, although in some circumstances-typically a combination of one reviewer's failure to deliver and two timely, high-quality reviews-two reviews are deemed acceptable. In our first five years, we have also had a number of special issues: Methodology in Linguistic Prehistory edited by Tom Güldemann, Gary Holton, Robyn Loughnane, and Laura Robinson (ldc 2.2), Phylogeny and Beyond: Quantitative Approaches to Language Diversity edited by Michael Dunn (ldc 3.2) and Quantitative Approaches to Areal Linguistic Typology edited by Harald Hammarström and Lev Michael (ldc 4.1). We welcome future proposals for special issues. Papers for such special issues are treated in the same way as regular submissions, the only differences being that the guest editors screen contents before submission, suggest at least some of the reviewers, and, if they feel the need, provide an introduction. Because special issues can be fit into the journal's existing publishing timeline and make use of its online editorial management system, they can be published in a much quicker timeframe than a typical edited volume.
ldc is indexed in erih plus, Linguistic Abstracts, Linguistic Bibliography, and, most importantly, scopus. The last is currently the commercial citation index with the best coverage. Although an impact factor has not been issued yet, it is clear that ldc already compares favorably to even much more established outlets for work in historical linguistics in terms of average citations to its articles.1 We believe that a good deal of the credit for the journal's high citation rate, despite its relative youth, is due to ldc's openness to publishing work that employs new methods in the general area of language dynamics, a
